This paper consisted of an attempt to analyse the factors which are leading, in an age characterized by increasing longevity, improving physique and better nutrition, to a progressive increase in genuine incapacity for work. Such incapacity was stated to be functional and not organic, and due in whole or in part to the development of a psychoneurotic state. Dr. Halliday attributed this state to (1) the strain and thwarting of modern competitive existence, (2) the removal of the economic penalties of unemployment, (3) the ignorance of the medical profession regarding psychoneurosis, (4) the organization of medicine into a monumental thing with a bias toward materialism, and (5) the increase of pernicious commercial health propaganda and advertisement.
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